
Egypt’s Economic
S t a t i S t i c S

The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies
Nile City Towers – North Tower
8th Floor – Corniche El Nil,  
Cairo 11221 – Egypt
Tel.: (202) 2461 9037– 44
Fax: (202) 2461 9045
Email: eces@eces.org.eg
Website: www.eces.org.eg

2008

Source: Obtained from www.investment.gov.eg.

Main Ports and Public Free Zones in egyPtPrices and Wages

Indicator Unit
2005/
2006

2006/
2007 % Change 

Consumer price index1
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144.8 157.1 8.5
Industrial price index1 170.8 -- --
Index of housing rents1 107.7 -- --
Wholesale price index1 177.1 192.3 8.6

Mean earnings per worker/month    
Public sector LE 1,028 1,212 17.9
Private sector LE 672 688 2.4

Source: Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg; and CAPMAS, 2006 and 2007, Wages, Employment and Working 
Hours, October.
1Base year is 1999/2000, end of June.

Sources: Obtained from www.mop.gov.eg; and www.mof.gov.eg.
Note: Starting January 2005, CPI was based on a new consumer prices series, which used January 2007 as a 
base month; in addition, new weights were used based on the Household Income, Expenditure and Consumption 
Survey (HIECS) 2004/2005; before January 2005, CPI base year was 1999/2000 and weights were based on 
HIECS 1999/2000.

business sector enterPrises1

Indicator Units 2005/
2006

2006/
2007 % Change

Number of newly established enterprises Number 3,866 5,958 54.1
Issued capital of newly established 
enterprises 

Million LE 11,614 36,769 216.6

Number of expanded enterprises Number 943 1,184 25.6
Issued capital of expanded enterprises Million LE 33,312 45,051 35.2

Source: Ministry of Investment, Progress Report 2006/2007.
1Under Law 8/1997 and Law 159/1981.

ManuFacturing
Sector Units 2006 2007  % Change 

Manufacturing Production Index1
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Rubber and plastic products 277.5 109 -60.7

Publishing and printing 263.9 162.1 -38.6

Furniture 246.8 78.7 -68.1

Wearing apparel 171.9 455.2 164.8

Communications equipment 165.3 97.5 -41.0

Paper and products 157 164.6 4.8

Other non-metallic minerals 152.8 214.1 40.1

Basic metals 135.1 143.9 6.5

Chemicals 129.7 139.2 7.3

Electrical machinery 129.7 140.5 8.3

Fabricated metal products 122.9 157.4 28.1

Machinery and equipment 121.3 127.0 4.7

Medical equipment 111.4 135.6 21.7

Tobacco 110.2 102.5 -7.0

Food products and beverages 80.1 96.5 20.5

Textiles 72.3 77.7 7.5

Motor vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers 

67.2 110.0 63.7

Total 128.3 137.4 7.09

Source: Ministry of State for Economic Development, 2008, Production Index Monthly Bulletin, March.
1Base year/month = 2002/December; numbers are for December 2006 and 2007.

transPort

Indicator Unit 2005 2006 % Change
Road transport     

Roads Km 99,544 99,672 0.1
Number of cars Thousands 3,663 3,954 7.9
Number of lorries Thousands 657 685 4.3

Rail transport     
Rail network1 Km 5,128 5,128 0.0
Passengers Millions 435 415 -4.6
Goods1 Thousands of tons 10,977 10,458 -4.7

Air transport (incoming and outgoing)     
Passengers Thousands 24,450 25,886 5.9
Goods2 Tons 188,066 211,563 12.5

Sea transport (Arriving)     
Containers Number 3,654 4,568 25.0
Goods  Millions of tons 97.5 106.6 9.3

Sources: Obtained from www.idsc.gov.eg; www.capmas.gov.eg, CAPMAS, 2007, Annual Statistical Yearbook; and 
Ministry of Transport, Maritime Transport Sector, 2006, Annual Report.
1Fiscal Year.
2 Most recent available data are for the years 2003 and 2004.

tourisM

Indicator Unit 2005/
2006

2006/
20071 % Change

Tourist arrivals Thousands of persons 8,693 9,788 12.6
Tourist departures Thousands of persons 8,181 9,157 11.9
Number of tourist nights Thousands of  nights 85,113 96,270 13.1
Average stay for departures Nights 10.4 9.8 -5.8
Hotel establishments2 Number 1,332 1,370 2.9
Average expenditure of a tourist US$ per night 85 83.2 -2.1

Sources: Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, June; and Ministry of Finance, 2008, the Financial 
Monthly, June.
1 Preliminary.
2 Calender year.

coMMunications and telecoMMunications
Indicator Unit 2006 2007 % Change

Penetration ratio of:    
Fixed lines 
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149 158 5.97
Mobile phones 248 406 64
Post offices 0.076 0.074 -2
IT clubs 0.020 0.023 15
IT and telecommunications companies 0.029 0.032 9
Internet users 82.7 116.3 41

Savings in postal savings accounts Billion LE 47.8 58.3 22

Sources: Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, 2007, Annual Report; and www.IDSC.gov.eg. 

egyPt and other eMerging econoMies in 2006

Indicator Unit
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GDP Billion US$ (2000 prices) 127.9 25.5 50.9 12 99.6 219.3 118.4 168.8 765.6 703.3 261.9
GDP per capita US$ (2000 prices) 1,724 2,513 1,667 2,173 1,154 983 4,535 3,562 4,044 634 3,589
Unemployment rate Percent 8.972 143 10 .. 73 10 .. 273 .. .. 103

Refined labor force participation rate Percentage of total population aged 15-64 49 55 55 55 71 70 66 66 72 61 55
Computer, communications and other services4 Percentage of commercial service exports 16 13 19 11 26 39 31 13 51 74 11
External balance on goods and services

Percentage of GDP
(-2) 0 (-5) (-37) (-1) 5 17 (-3) 3 (-3) (-8)

Trade 62 109 71 147 94 57 217 62 26 49 64
Gross fixed capital formation 19 23 29 27 14 24 21 19 17 29 21
High-technology exports Percentage of manufactured exports 1 43 10 1 68 13 54 6 12 53 ..

Source: World Bank, 2008, World Development Indicators database.
1 Data for Egypt are different from national data used in the other tables.
2 Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg (data for 2006/2007).
3 Data for 2005.
4 Computer, communications and other services include such activities as international telecommunications, and postal 
and courier services; computer data; news-related service transactions between residents and nonresidents; construction 
services; royalties and license fees; miscellaneous business, professional, and technical services; and personal, cultural, 
and recreational services. Commercial service exports are total service exports minus exports of government services 
not included elsewhere.

area and PoPulation

IndicatorUnit2006120072% Change

Total areaKm21,009,450-

Inhabited areaKm255,520-

Population inside the countryThousands72,79874,1231.82

Growth in populationPercent1.931.82-5.70

Density in total areaInhabitants/Km272.173.41.80

Density in inhabited areaInhabitants/Km21,3121,3361.83

Population abroadThousands3,901--

Foreign populationPercentage of total 
population0.36--

Source: Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg. 
1 2006 Census data. 
2 Estimated.

MacroeconoMic indicators

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change

Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP 
at factor cost at 2001/2002 prices)

Million LE426,150456,1947.1

Real GDP per capita (at 2001/2002 
prices)

LE5,8546,1555.1

Real GDP growth ratePercent6.97.12.9

Trade deficit

M
illion 

U
S$

6,87410,86558.1

Current account balance1,7522,69653.9

Net international reserves  22,93128,55924.5

Private consumption per capita (at 
2001/2002 prices)LE4,4084,7026.7

Domestic savings rate 
Percentage of 

GDP
17.118.05.3

Investment rate18.721.213.4

Distribution of investment by ownership

Public sectorPercentage of 
total investment

42.738.1-10.8

Private sector57.361.98.0

Inflation rate1

Consumer Price Index (CPI)Percent4.211.0161.9

Wholesale Price Index (WPI)Percent4.111.8187.8

Exchange rate (end of period)LE/US$5.7465.689-1.0
Sources: www.capmas.gov.eg; Ministry of Finance, 2008, the Financial Monthly, June; Ministry of State for Economic 
Development, Economic and Social Development Plan, several years; and Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly 
Statistical Bulletin, June.
1 Period average.

Foreign direct investMent

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows

M
illion U

S$

9,09813,08443.8
Foreign direct investment outflows-2,987-2,031-32.0
Net foreign direct investment 6,11111,05380.9

Distribution of net FDI by activity   
Non-oil net FDI4,2798,03987.9

Greenfield investments 33485,20055.3
Privatization9062,800209.1
Real estate253956.0

Net FDI in oil and gas1,8323,01464.5
Sources: Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, June; Ministry of Investment, 2007, Annual Report.

Source: Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, June.

Fiscal indicators

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change

Total revenues

M
illion LE

151,266180,21519.1
Tax revenues97,779114,32616.9
Grants2,3793,88663.3
Other revenues51,10862,00321.3

Property income36,37345,11024.0
Sales of goods and services7,8919,77623.9
Others6,8457,1174.0

Total expenditures207,811222,0296.8
Wages and salaries46,71952,15311.6
Purchases of goods and services14,42917,02818.0
Interest payments36,81547,70029.6
Subsidies, grants and social benefits68,89758,442-15.2
Other expenditures19,74021,2087.4
Purchases of non-financial assets21,21225,49820.2

Primary deficit113,5716,997-48.4
Net acquisition of financial assets-6,16012,883--
Overall budget deficit50,38554,6978.6
Overall budget deficit/GDP

Percent8.27.5-8.5
Total public debt/GDP 96.187.1-9.4
 Total foreign debt/GDP 27.523.3-15.3

Sources: Ministry of Finance, 2008, the Financial Monthly, June; and Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical 
Bulletin, June.
1Primary Deficit = Overall Deficit - Interest Payments. 

Money and banking sector

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change 

Total deposits excluding government 

M
illion LE

489,326581,31318.8

Lending and discount balances excluding 
government 

303,044327,0637.9

Domestic liquidity (M2)560,356662,68818.3

Money supply109,274131,29020.1

Net foreign assets 133,385218,62963.9

Net domestic assets426,971444,0594.0

Total domestic credit509,532531,3144.3

Dollarization rate1Percent24.423.2-4.9

Annual average deposit interest rate (three- 
month deposits in LE) LE/US$6.536.01-8.0

Annual average interest rate on loans (one year 
or less in LE)

Percent12.7112.64-0.6

Interest rate spread-6.18-6.637.3
Sources: Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, June; Ministry of Finance, 2008, the Financial 
Monthly, June; and Capital Market Authority, Annual Report 2006-2007.
1 The ratio of non-governmental foreign currency deposits to gross domestic liquidity.

stock Market

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change 

CASE 30 Index
Points

4,7737,80363.5

GDR I-II41162151.1

Accumulated number of privatized companies Number2452595.7

Privatization proceeds (accumulated)Million LE36,31148,91434.7

Number of listed companies in the primary 
market 

Number656544-17.1

Price/Earnings ratio for the most active 55 listed 
companies 

Percent14.321.8752.9

Number of listed shares in the primary market Million10,45714,99343.4

Value of bond issues1, 2Billion LE16.814.6-13.1

Number of bond issues1, 2 Number119-18.2

Number of transactions in the secondary market2Million 6.8932.4

Average daily trading2Million LE1,1771,44823.0

Market capitalization of listed companies3Billion  LE37760259.7

Turnover 4Percent7153-25.4
Sources: Central Bank of Egypt, 2008, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, June; Ministry of Finance, 2008, the Financial 
Monthly, June; and Capital Market Authority, Annual Report 2006-2007.
1 Private sector only. 
2 Calender year.
3 End of period. 

4 The ratio of average value of traded shares to average value of market capitalization

sectoral shares in gdP and investMent

SectorUnit

2005/20062006/2007% Change

Shares in

GDPTotal In-
vestmentsGDPTotal In-

vestmentsGDPTotal In-
vestments

Agriculture

Percent

14.16.913.85.0-1.6-27.8

Mining15.522.715.217.4-2.0-23.3

Manufacturing17.012.516.827.0-1.2115.3

Electricity1.56.91.44.9-5.5-28.5

Water0.40.90.42.5-4.6175.2

Construction4.13.64.41.67.8-55.4

Transportation and storage4.213.14.310.12.3-23.5

Communications2.16.62.16.22.7-5.7

Suez Canal4.00.34.10.22.4-26.3

Trade10.91.311.41.63.817.9

Financial intermediaries5.00.34.90.3-0.6-7.8

Insurance and social insurance2.20.02.10.0-1.7-42.7

Tourism3.22.83.62.511.0-12.2

Real estate services3.39.23.17.5-6.7-18.6

Education0.63.20.63.16.3-3.3

Health1.12.31.22.05.5-12.7

Other services1.17.31.28.29.012.0

General government9.8 9.4 -4.3 

Source: Obtained from www.mop.gov.eg.

eMPloyMent

IndicatorUnit2005/
2006

2006/
2007% Change

Labor force

M
illion22.323.44.9

Employed 19.921.37.0

Unemployed 2.42.1-12.5

Unemployment ratePercentage of labor force10.768.97-16.6

Crude participation rate
Percentage of  labor 

force aged 15-64 to total 
population

31.432.22.5

Refined participation rate
Percentage of  labor force 
aged 15-64 to same age 

population
48.0- 

Sources: Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg; and Ministry of Economic Development, Monthly Statistical Bulletin, 
June.

Foreign trade
IndicatorUnits20062007% Change

Exports of goods 

M
illion U

S$

13,72016,16817.8

of which:   

Mineral fuels and oils7,6438,49011.1

Iron and steel814 -100.0

Salt, sulphur, and cement440341-22.5

Textiles and clothing376301-19.9

Cereals30640632.7

Cotton24327513.2

Plastics and products39143110.2

Edible vegetables19731157.9

Articles of iron and steel15118119.9

Aluminum and articles102228123.5

Imports of goods20,59427,03331.3

of which:   

Mineral fuels3,3673,98718.4

Machinery and mechanical appliances1,8562,35326.8

Cereals1,5132,53767.7

Iron and steel1,0131,22621.0

Electrical machinery and equipment1,1051,57442.4

Vehicles and parts9231,08817.9

Plastics and products6831,12865.2

Wood and articles65287534.2

Organic chemicals50862823.6

Animal or vegetable fats480357-25.6

Source: Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg.

Geographic Distribution of Imports in 2007
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Geographic Distribution of Exports in 2007
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Source: Ministry of Investment, Annual Report 2006/07.
Source: Obtained from www.capmas.gov.eg.

Sectoral Distribution of Number of Newly 
Established Enterprises in 2006/07
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Sectoral Distribution of Issued Capital of Newly 
Established Enterprises in 2006/07
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Sectoral Distribution of Employment, 2006/07 Inflation Rates (%)
Geographic Distribution of Net FDI by Source in

2006/07
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